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PROTEST & POLIGING

PUBLIC PROTESIS, POLICE RESPONSE, AND THE RIGHT TO ASSEMBLE

TOP STORY , WHAT PEOPLE ARE
| ' SAYING

Across several counties
today, public discussion
is dominated by how
security agencies are
responding to peaceful
assemblies, with citizens
questioning whether
public order is being
used to suppress dissent.

WHY IT MATTERS

e Theright to peaceful
assembly is constitutionally
protected under Article 37.

e Heavy-handed responses

create fear and,silence
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precedent for future civic .
freedom are not opposites.
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A democratic state manages

e How the state responds
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dissent through dialogue not
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Source: https://www.cnn.com. A Kenyan police officer fires tear gas at protesters in Nairobi, Kenya,

today defines how free
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tomorrow will be. o s
Protecting civic space means
rotecting the right to
WHAT TO WATCH NEXT % e
: . disagree.

e Statements from police leadership
e Court actions challenging protest restrictions
e Responses from civil society and media
These next steps will signal whether civic space expands or contracts.
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